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of this series of commentaries owe it to the theological public to make 
a thorough study of the Jewish writings produced between the close of 
the Old Testament canon and the end of the first Christian century. 
Chicago Theological Seminary. George H. Gilbert. 



Acta Martyrum et Sanctorum (Syriac.) Edidit Paul Bedjan. 
Tome VI. Parisiis, via dicta de Sevres 95 ; Lipsiae : Otto 
Harrassowitz, 1896. Pp. xi + 691, 8vo. M 24. 

The untiring activity of Father Paul Bedjan has added another 
volume of Syriac texts to the many which he has already published. 
The Approbatio and Imprimatur printed upon the back of the title- 
page show that the Roman church has come again to value the literature 
in which so many of the documents, of the early Christian faith are to 
be found. In doing so, she is following some of the best traditions of 
the past. Formerly, the connection of the Roman church with that 
of Syria had its point of contact in the Maronites of the Lebanon, with 
whom, since the middle of the fifteenth century, a close union has 
existed. In 1584 a Maronite college was established in the Eternal 
City ; and the attempt was made to get the Syrians to be themselves the 
interpreters of their national literature to Europe. The attempt was 
successful ; for we very soon see learned Maronites assisting in the 
publishing and editing of Syriac works under the protecting hand of 
the Propaganda. The services which, in this way, the Roman church 
has rendered to Syriac letters is not small ; and nearly all of the 
earlier printed Syriac books bear its Imprimatur. At least thirty 
missals and other prayer books were issued from their presses between 
the end of the sixteenth century and the present day. Among those 
of the Syrian church whom they have "brought out," may be mentioned 
George Michael Amira {Grammatica Syriaca, Rome 1596), Gabriel 
Sionita {Liber Psalmorum, Paris 1624), Joseph Acurensis {Grammatica 
lingua Syriaca, Rome 1647), Abraham of Hakel or Ecchelensis 
{Hebediesu Catalogus, Rome 1653; Grammar, Rome 1628), Isaac 
Shadrewaya or Scidrensus {Grammatica lingua Syriaca, Rome 1636) 
in the seventeenth century. In the eighteenth we have the three 
Assemani : Joseph Simeon {Bibliotheca Orientalis, Rome 1719-28), 
Stephanus Evodus {Acta Sanctorum, Rome 1748; Bibliotheca Lauren- 
tina Catalogus, Florence 1742; St. Ephraim's works, Rome 1732-46 ; 
and with Joseph Simeon the great Vatican Catalogue, Rome 1758); 



RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE 821 

and Joseph Aloysius (Codex Liturgicus, Rome 1749-66). In our own 
century, such men as Joseph Guriel (Elementa Lingua Chaldaicd), Elias 
John Millos (Directorium Spirituale, Rome 1868), George Ebedjesu 
Chayyath (Elements de Lecture, Mosul 1869), Augustinus Shebabe (ed. 
Bar Hebraei Carmina, Rome 1877), John Nutain Darauni (ed. Bar 
Hebraei Carmen de Divina Sapientia, Rome 1880), H. Gismondi (ed. 
Ebed-Jesu Carmina, Beirut 1888), Gabriel Cardahi (Lingua et artis 
Metrica Syrorum Institutiones, Rome 1880; Dictionarium Syro-Ara- 
bicum, Beirut 1887), J. Brun (Dictionarium Syriaco-latinum, Beirut 
1895), and the non-Maronite Joseph of Mosul (Grammar, Mosul 
1879; Antiqua Ecclesia, Rome 1870) show that the old Syriac church 
is still able to produce scholars of a certain order. 

With the exception of the last named, all these scholars belong to 
the western (or, as it was once called) the Jacobite wing of the Syrian 
church. The Nestorians, or Eastern Syrians, have been slow to make 
use of the advantages of the printing press. In fact, the persecutions 
which they have for so long a time suffered at the hands of Kurdish 
marauders made it almost necessary for them to be rediscovered by 
American missionaries. But the excellent work done by these mis- 
sionaries, and latterly by the Archbishop of Canterbury's mission, has 
been largely devoted to creating a modern Syriac written language and 
a modern Syriac printed literature. The more recent connection of 
some of the Nestorians with the church of Rome shows its effect in 
the renewed interest which the " heretical " church takes in its own past. 
Of all the native Syrians who have devoted themselves to such studies, 
Father Bedjan certainly comes nearest to our western idea of an editor 
of ancient texts. His labor, I understand, is primarily intended to be 
of value to his own people. His first publications clearly show this : 
Breviarium Chaldaicum (3 vols., Paris 1886-7); Doctrina Christiana 
(Urmia 1886); Liber Psalmorum (Paris 1886); Histoire Sainte (in 
modern Syriac, Paris 1888); Manuel de ./¥/// (Leipzig 1893); Compen- 
dium Conciliorum Oecumenicorum xi (Paris 1888). Of greater interest 
to us is his work as editor, and he has already published : Histoire de 
Joseph de Saint Ephrem (Paris 1887); Histoire de Mar Jab-Alaha (Paris 
1888: 2d ed. 1896); Gregorii Bar Hebraei Chronicon Syriacum (Paris 
1 890), and especially his Acta Martyrum Sanctorum. 

The volume of this large work which the author has " le consola- 
tion d'offrir aujourd'hui" is the sixth of the series; and the seventh 
is promised for this year. It contains 689 pages of text, of which 
530 give us matter now published for the first time. Bedjan has used 
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in all his publications (as far as I possess them) the excellent Nestorian 
type of Drugulin in Leipzig, and his pages are remarkably free from 
printers' errors. The British Museum has, this time, furnished nearly 
the whole of the material. I have collated quite a number of pages 
with the same matter published elsewhere, and have found the two to 
agree, with the exception of a few minor points. This exception is 
due to the leveling process to which Bedjan has subjected his texts, 
obliterating the peculiarities of the individual scribes in favor of the 
ordinary Nestorian punctuation and vocalization. In a few cases the 
manuscript readings are noted on the margin ; but, if former editors 
are to be trusted, this has only occurred in a few places. And yet the 
peculiar crotchets — even the mistakes — of scribes are often of great 
value to the student of Syriac grammar and palaeography. 

There are only four pieces which are not published in this volume 
for the first time ; a smaller amount than in any of the preceding five, 
i. The History of the Victories of Saint Eusebius, Episcopus of the 
Church of Rome in the days of Julian the tyrant and uncircumcised 
one (pp. 218-297) had already been published (Bedjan himself found 
this out too late) by Georg Hoffmann in his Julianos der Abtrunnige 
(Leiden, 1880), pp. 5-59. Bedjan's excuse for this oversight will 
probably be the same as my own was {ZDMG, XL VI, 780), the meager- 
ness of Hoffmann's title. But we are glad to have further copies of 
this " Martyrdom." Whoever the author is, he was a master of Syriac 
style, and I quite agree with Bedjan's judgment (p. viii): " Quant a la 
beauts du style, il est audessus de tout £loge." For several years I 
have used it as a text -book for advanced reading in Syriac* I have 
compared the two texts and find that they agree substantially, with the 
exception mentioned above. Such forms as ya±iZ\ (219, 2), ,-*»£ie 
(219, 12), >a*J»Zl (222, 4), w-JZl (222, 10), pa-^.1 (219, 20), *.8ia-i— 1. 
(220, 18), oiJw*iie (223, 9), l£^4* (240, 15), are of interest, and show 
us the liberty which a scribe allowed himself. A number of the cor- 
rections by Hoffmann and Noldeke in the preface of the Kiel edition 
might have been inserted with profit, e. g., 220, 8. On the other hand, 
Bedjan has some new readings which are very happy, e. g. \Xe (221, 6), 
the emendations 240-1 ; but why |-cj-o (220, 20) for I-cjJ? ? 2. The 
same criticism may be made of the Acta Sanctce Pelagice (pp. 616-649), 
ed. from the publication of J. Gildemeister (Univ. Programm, 
Bonn, 1879), but "corrig€e et vocalisee" by Bedjan. Cf Usener's 
excellent treatise, Legenden der Heiligen Pelagia, Bonn, 1879. 3- 
The Victories of Abraham Kidunaya (pp. 465-499), the friend of St. 
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Ephraim (B. B. in Payne Smith col. 3485), who himself has written a 
life of Abraham and mentions him in his testament (Wright, Syriac 
Literature, p. 38). To judge from the life of Abraham (as rov fiiov rov 
Manapiov Afipaafxiov) published in the second volume (pp. 1 ff.) of his 
collected works, we have here this very " life " in the original Syriac. 
The text is a reproduction of Lamy's edition {Acta bead Abrahce Kidu- 
nia. monachi aramaice. Anal. Bolland X, pp. 5-49, Brussels, 1891). 
4. Martyrdom of the Holy and Godly Saint Mama, who was crowned in 
Casarea of Cappadocia" is taken from "la publication que les Bollan- 
distes ont faite, t. IX (1890)." I have not been able to see the orig- 
inal edition. 

The following are here edited for the first time : 

I. On Clemens, the disciple of Simon Cephas, on his parents and 
brothers — how they also became disciples, pp. 1-17. 

II. Martyrdom of Onesimus, Disciple of the Apostle Paul, on the /jth 
of S'bhat. The same history is found in Surius, De Probatis Sanc- 
torum historiis, I, p. 1008. "Certamen Sancti Apostoli Onesimi, dis- 
cipuli Sancti Apostoli Pauli Principi Apostolorum." It is there 
ascribed to Simeon Metaphraste. 

III. Martyrdom of the three sisters, illustrious virgins irums, tAiris, 
ayoTnj; and of their mother ao<f>ia (pp. 32-52). A different account is 
found in Surius, IV, 446, " Martyrium Sanctarum Mulierum, sophiae, et 
ejus filiarum fidei, spei et charitatis, authore Simeone Metaphraste." 

IV. Martyrdom of Charisius (P. S. 1822 ■ ao •"■; -) and Nicephorus 
and Papias (pp. 52-56). Nestle (Theol. Lit. Zeit., 1896, No. 16, col. 
420) suggests Dioscurus as the proper reading of the first name. 

V. On Poly carp; how he suffered martyrdom at the time of Verus, in 
the city of Smyrna (pp. 56-67). The same life is inserted in Eusebius, 
Hist. Eccles., iv, chaps. 13, 14, and is found in Surius I, p. 629. 

VI. Martyrdom of Acacius the Roman (" he was a Cappadocian by 
origin, a Roman 'by station'") who suffered martyrdom and wds 
crowned in the city of Byzantium (pp. 68-82). A similar account is in 
Surius III, 104: "Martyrium Sancti Acacii centurionis (= Roman), 
authore Simeone Metaphraste." 

VII. Account of the victories of Saint Gregory, Episcopus of Neo- 
Casarea (pp. 83-106). 

VIII. Account of Saint Cosmas and Damian, illustrious physicians 
(pp. 107-119). A church in Edessa was named after these martyrs 
(Wright, Joshua Stylites, p. 51). Cf. Acta Sanctorum for September 7th. 

IX. Account of the holy Saint Eudoxius (during the reign of 
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Trajan) (pp. 119-132). According to the Bollandists the author is 
Simeon Metaphrastes (Bedjan, p. vii). 

X. Martyrdom of Saint Theopompus the Episcopus, of Theonis the 
Sorcerer, and of four grandees of the King (pp. 132-170). The date 
given is "the first year of the persecution brought on the Christian 
Church by Emperor Diocletian." 

XI. Account of the victorious martyrs Probus, Taracus, and Andronicus 
(pp. 171-209). The date given is "the second Consulate of Diocle- 
tian, the first of Maximian." The Latin text is to be found in the 
Acta Sand., October, V, 566 (Bedjan, p. v). 

XII. Victory of the holy martyrs Leontius and the excellent Pub- 
lius (?) (pp. 210-217), " at tne ti me when the Emperors Diocletian and 
Maximian reigned." According to Nestle (Theol. Lit. Zeit., 1896, 16, 
p. 420) this is not the same person as the Leontius Miles mentioned 
in the Acta Sanct. of June 18th. 

XIII. Funeral oration held by Saint Amphilochius, Episcopus of 
Sconium, which he composed on Saint Basil, Episcopus of Casarea in 
Cappadocia (pp. 297-335). " It is not the same as the life given in 
the Acta Sanct. for June, t. II, p. 938" (Wright, Catalogue, p. 1125). 

XIV. Account of the life of the saintly and holy Saint Eusebius, 
Episcopus-Elect and Metropolitan of the city of Samosata (pp. 335-377) 
at the time of Julian the Apostate (p. 336). 

XV. Letter of Gregory Theologus to Eusebius, Episcopus of Samo- 
sata (pp. 377-8), to which a second is added (pp. 378-380). It is the 
same as the Greek irpos T&wrefitov 2a/xoo , aT«i>v «v i£opuf. ovra (Sancti Gre- 
gorii Nazianzeni Cognomento theologi opera, Lutetiae 1619, I, p. 792). 

XVI. Account of the praiseworthy acts of Julianus Saba (pp. 380- 
404). "This man formerly lived in the land of the Parthians. Now 
the place where he fixed the hut in which he dwelt is called Arza-Aika 
(Bedjan reads Osroene), which stretches westward to the bank of the 
river called Euphrates; eastward to the boundary of the Roman 
power. Adjacent to it is Assyria, which is the boundary of the Per- 
sian Empire, which also formerly went by another name." This life 
has been ascribed to Ephraim (B. O., I, p. 33), but Bedjan (p. x) doubts 
this. According to Wright (Catalogue) it is in reality by Theo- 
doret. 

XVII. Account of Saint Andronicus and Athanasia his wife and of 
their beatified departure from this life (pp. 405-417). Cf Acta Sanct., 
October, IV, p. 998. Andronicus was a silversmith (apyvpcnrpdriy:) of 
Antioch. 
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XVIII. Martyrdom of Eleutherius Episcopus, and of his mother 
Anthia and of Kurbur (/) the virapx<K, who suffered martyrdom in Rome, 
before Emperor Hadrian on the 26th day of Adar (pp. 417-430). Cf 
ActaSanct, April, II, 530. 

XIX. Account or Martyrdom of Saint Mar (i) Mama and of his father 
Theodotus and his wife Rufini (pp. 431-445). Cf. Surius, iy, 730. 
" Martyrium Sancti Martyris Mamantis authore Simeone Meta- 
phraste." 

XX. A series of short notices of Saint Denis of Athens (" disciple 
of Paul"), Saint Athanasius, head of the Episcopi of Alexandria 
(twentieth year of Constantine the Great), Saint Julian Papa (time of 
Constantine, Constantius and Constans), Saint Gregory of Nyssa, 
Saint Gregory of Nazianz, Saint John Chrysostomos, and Saint Cyril 
of Alexandria (pp. 459-464). 

XXI. Account or Martyrdom of the victorious Saint Theodorus 
who suffered martyrdom in the city of Euchaitis (pp. 500-535). A 
different account is found in Surius, I, p. 887 ; Acta Sanct., February, 
II, p. 31. 

XXII. Account of the excellent doings of the holy Saint Domitius, the 
victorious one (pp. 536-556). The time is that of the Emperor 
Valens. 

XXIII. Account of the holy doings of the victorious Mar (i) Abhai, 
Episcopus of Nicxa who lived at the time of the rule of Arcadius and 
Honorius, also of Theodosius, Christian Emperors (pp. 557-616). There 
is another MS. in the Vatican {£. O., II, p. 505). 

XXIV. Sermon of the holy Mar (i) Jacob [of Serug] on the victorious 
Mar (t) Sargis (Sergius) and Baccus (pp. 650-661). A history of these 
saints has been published by Bedjan in Vol. Ill, pp. 283 ff. 

XXV. Sermon of the same Mar (f) Jacob on the forty holy martyrs 
[of Sebaste] (pp. 662-673). An account of these martyrs can be 
found in Vol. Ill, pp. 355 ff. 

XXVI. Sermon on those that have died, by the same Mar (t) Jacob 
(pp. 674-689). Cf. Vol. V, pp. 615 ff. 

From the foregoing list it will be seen that Bedjan has placed a 
great deal of material at the service of the historian of the church. 
Lives of saints are not always edifying and interesting ; but they often 
contain a good deal of historical material. Let us hope that some 
students will be found in America who will make the proper use of 
these documents. 

Columbia University. Richard Gottheil. 



